
 
 

January 2, 2018 Minutes 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Larry Benischek 
Stu Carstens 
Ed Danley 
Mike Durek 
Gene Egert – President 
Tom Eklund – Vice President 

John Emering 
Bob Fields 
Joe Hunter 
Ken Jagodzinski 
Bill Johnson 
Nick Mazzarella - Secretary 

Dan Manola 
Ray McMahon 
Ron Olson 
Steve Paul 
Jim Weaver 
Lindy Williams – Treasurer 

 

                    
President Gene Egert  gaveled the 
meeting on January 2, 2018 at 7:10 pm, 
and adjourned at 8:10 pm at the Warren 
Tavern. There were 18 people in 
attendance. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:    
Treasurer Lindy Williams  reported the 
current balance was $2,346.75.  
$300 is marked for the annual DONKA 
donation. Transactions for the last month 
include; $68.00 for prizes at the Christmas 
Dinner, Dinner expenses at Bohemian 
Crystal Restaurant $738, and MAFCA 
Yearly Chapter Insurance $75.00. 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:    
Secretary Nick Mazzarella  asked 
attendees if they all had received emails 
and minutes ok. All said they did. Nick  will 
review the current roster and email list and 
make updates as necessary. 
 
 

NOTE:  <<<<<<< 
Annual Membership Dues are $25 per 
year. Contact treasurer Lindy Williams to 
pay 2018 dues. 
 
 

 
Meeting Snacks in 2018 
January – Jim Weaver 
February – Tom Eklund ***NEXT 
March – John Emmering   
April- Gene Egert  
May- Stu Carstens 

June- Ray McMahon 
July- Tom Thompson   
August- Bill Johnson 
September- Alan Petrik 
October- Rich Volkmer  
November- Lindy Williams

                   Thanks to Jim Weaver for snacks and 
drinks. 

  
 



 
 

 
2018 Tour and Event dates 

JANUARY  
Larry Benischek’s garage to check out 
his Model A – 12th   Sat 8:30 am 
 

FEBRUARY 
TBD 

MARCH 
Swap Meet at Friendly Ford in Roselle 
– 18th 

APRIL  
TBD 

MAY 
Annual Safety Check at Voegtle’s Auto 
– 12th or 19th (tentative) 

JUNE 
Downers Grove Cruise Night for Model 
T/As – TBD 
Sharon Model A Day – Sunday 3rd  

JULY 
4th of July Parade in Warrenville -TBD 

AUGUST 
TBD 

SEPTEMBER 
TBD 

OCTOBER 
TBD 

NOVEMBER 
Annual Illinois Valley Thanksgiving 
Dinner, TBD 

DECEMBER 
Annual Naper A’s Christmas Dinner - 
TBD 

Updated Monthly 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS :   
President Gene Egert and Treasurer 
Lindy  Williams gave update Noel 
Delessio . Noel is experiencing some 
health issues. 
Jim Weaver  reported that his wife Robin  
is tolerating her chemo treatments and is 
doing better. 
Gene Egert  received thank you mail from 
the Leukemia Society for the club’s 
donation in memory of Corrine Beller , and 
from Model A Ford Museum for our 
donation. 
Lindy Williams  suggested that we 
consider buying a memorial brick at the 
Model A Ford Museum for the Naper A’s. 
The cost is not expensive. No vote was 
taken this meeting. 
Gene Egert  thanked Alan Petrik  and 
Cheryl Egert  for donating door prizes at 
the Christmas Dinner. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Rich Volkmer  was stranded in Buffalo NY 
because of a snow storm until Thursday. 
He called during the meeting and asked 
that members submit articles and photos 
ASAP for the next issue of the 4-BANGER. 
 
The latest 4-Banger newsletter hard copies 
were available for $1 each at the meeting. 
 
We need more ideas for technical session 
over the winter. Larry Benischek  wiil try to 
arrange a tour of the Addison Trial High 

School Auto Shop, for some time in 
February. 
 
Larry Benischek will be doing a check out 
his Model A on Jan 12 at 8:30 find the 
cause of a noise in the drive train. Anyone 
who wants to participate or observe, call 
Larry  to RSVP to ensure enough coffee &. 
 
Gene Egert’s  engine swap in his 30 Tudor 
went well. The turnout of helpers was 
good. Gene is almost done getting the 
rebuilt engine for its first start. 
 
Lindy Williams brought up the point that in 
spite of our membership of 50 people we 
never get more than 15-20 members 
attending the Christmas dinner. The dinner 
in December had 33 attendees including 
spouses and some non-member guests. Is 
it the place we have the dinner, the cost, or 
something else that keeps the member 
turnout so low? Gene Egert  suggested 
that we poll members for suggestions for 
other places to have the dinner. One 
suggestion was the White Fence Farm in 
Plainfield. We need to decide on a place in 
the next month to ensure we get a 
reservation. 
 

                      
 
TECHNICAL DISCUSSION: 
Ron Olson  has just completed the rebuild 



 
 

of his steering column. There were no 
unforeseen problems. 
Ken Lang  is looking for help removing the 
rear suspension spring from his Model A. 
This would be a good tech session 
opportunity. Nick will contact Ken  to help 
facilitate communicating with members. 
We had an open discussion about which 
items to carry in a Model A for emergency 
repairs. Simple items like light bulbs, fan 
belt, hoses and fuses are essential. But, 
what about more complicated ones like 
distributors or carburetors? Ron Olson  
said he made box under his rear floor 
board to hold such items. 
Larry Benischek  offered to do a tech 
session during a meeting on oil and 
lubrication soon. 
Nick Mazzarella  has voltage regulator that 
will be installed in his A. Nick  will bring in 
the regulator tech information at the next 
meeting for discussion. This lead to a  
group discusion the importance of correct 
ammeter connections and the effects on 
the Model A electrical system. 
The Annual Safety Check  will likely be at 
Voegtle’s Auto Shop in May. The dates are 
either the 12th or 19th. Gene Egert  will 
contact Voegtle to confirm. 
 
Dealers and Web Sites to Note: 
 

 
 
American Science and Surplus, 
https://www.sciplus.com/ sells lots of interesting 
stuff for science experiments and projects. They are 
located at 33W361 Roosevelt Rd (Route 38), 1/4 
mile east of Kirk Road. 
 

Mel and Randy Gross , 904 N. Third St Montebello, 
CA. 323.726.5712. Oder by phone only. 
Starters, generators, alternators, brake drums, 
modern steering unit 
 
Mail Truck in Oak Creek, WI has Model A parts at 
good prices. They operate on check only basis. You 
have to call to make an order and when you get the 
invoice you send a check for the amount. Then the 
parts get shipped. The prices make the effort 
worthwhile. The web link: 
https://start.cortera.com/company/research/k7k6nq
o5l/mail-truck-model-a-parts/ 
 
John Marshall  Model A wheel drums sales and 
service in Peotone, IL Phone 708-258-0685. 
 
A break shop in Wisconsin called Rock Quiet 
Brakes  that do brakes for a very reasonable cost. 
The work has been excellent. 
 
REX Radiator  in Joliet still does copper/brass 
radiator rebuilding, and is one of only a few places 
that do this kind of work. EPA rules have made this 
business very expensive to conduct. 
 
Antique Engine Rebuilding , 4835 Louise, Skokie, 
IL 60077. Rich Fallucca  is the owner. Web site is… 
http://www.antiqueenginerebuilding.com/  
 
Rockauto at https://www.rockauto .com is a good 
online source for modern auto parts. 
 
FunProjects , Excellent aftermarket cutouts and 
regulators by John Regan at www.funprojects.com 
 
Bert’s Model A Center  at http://modelastore.com/ 
is another good source for hard to get Model A 
parts. 
 
Winning Colors, 14409 Edison, New Lenox, IL 
60451, phone: 815-462-4810 . Contact; Mark Cryer. 
They do powder coating of wheel/rims at 
reasonable prices. 
 
The Henry Ford Archive web site: 
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-
research/digital-collections/search-
results#terms=Model%20a&f.type=photographs&ye
ars=0-
0&perPage=10&pageNum=1&sortBy=relevance  

See the following page for a discussion on The Mode l A Ammeter.
This is good follow up to the discussion we had at the January meeting on ammeters and their 
connection issues. The following article is from the MAFCA library authored by Tom Endy



 
 

The Ammeter! 
by Tom Endy 
The ammeter in a Model A Ford can be a 
very useful tool in a variety of situations that 
will signal to the driver the car’s electrical 
status. Whenever you park a Model A and 
are about to exit the car, glance at the 
ammeter, the needle should be pointing to 
zero. If instead it is pointing slightly to 
the left it is telling you that somewhere 
within the car there is some unauthorized 
current flowing that is going to drain the 
battery if you leave it that way long enough. 
The cause may be the headlight or dome 
light switch is turned on. It is also possible 
the contacts in the generator cutout switch 
have stuck closed. Another possibility is the 
brake light switch is closed due to a weak 
spring in the switch. Whatever is the cause 
you will become aware of it and can 
immediately address the problem instead of 
returning to find a dead battery. When you 
first climb into the car to go for a drive 
before starting the engine press your foot on 
the brake pedal while observing the 
ammeter. The needle should deflect to the 
left. This is telling you that your brake light 
switch works and at least one of the bulbs is 
not burned out. When you start the engine 
and rev it up past idle the ammeter should 
deflect some distance to the right. This is 
telling you the generator has taken over the 
car’s electrical load and is also supplying 
charging current to the battery. If the needle 
stays at zero or deflects to the left it is telling 
you the generator is not working. The 
ammeter can also be used as a gauge to set 
the generator output. This is accomplished 
by moving the third brush in the generator. 
Moving the brush changes the generator 
output voltage level and will determine the 
amount of charging current that flows to the 
battery. The procedure is to have the engine 
running at an rpm higher than idle with 
everything accept the ignition turned off. 

The generator is then adjusted for a nominal 
8-amp output as registered on the right side 
of the ammeter. Eight amps is considered 
nominal, but you can set it for whatever 
value suits your driving needs. 
In 1929 Ford moved the black primary wire 
that runs to the ignition coil from the 
passenger side terminal of the junction box 
on the firewall to the driver’s side terminal 
(reference service bulletin page 390, 
November 1929). The purpose of this 
change is to have the ignition current pass 
through the ammeter to provide a diagnostic 
tool when starting the engine. If for some 
reason the car refuses to start while cranking 
it over, observe the ammeter. The needle 
should be alternately moving from left to 
right past the zero mark. This is being 
caused by the ignition points opening and 
closing and it is telling you the ignition 
primary circuit is working correctly and the 
problem is elsewhere. If you have replaced 
the generator with a modern alternator, 
which has a regulator, the ammeter will 
tell you a number of things. When you first 
start the car up and are rolling down the road 
the ammeter will more than likely be far to 
the right side of the zero mark. This is 
telling you the regulator in the alternator has 
determined that the battery needs significant 
charging to replace the power that was 
used by the starter to start the engine. After 
some period of time the needle will pull 
back to zero as the battery regains its full 
charge. If the needle remains far to the right 
for an excessive period of time it may be 
telling you that you may have a defect in the 
battery, such as a dead cell. On a long trip 
the ammeter needle should be sitting 
on zero indicating that the battery is fully 
charged. However, it may also be an 
indication that the alternator is not working. 
An easy check is to momentarily turn the 
headlights on. If the alternator is working 
properly it will immediately pick up the 
additional load. You may see the ammeter 



 
 

needle flicker slightly, but it should remain 
on zero. This tells you the alternator is 
working. If the needle deflects to the right 
significantly and stays there it is telling you 
the alternator is not working and the battery 

has picked up the additional load. The 
ammeter is a great tool. The more you pay 
attention to it the more you can determine 
what is going on with the electrical system.  
 

 

 


