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President Gene Egert pulled the tired 
engine on his 1930 Tudor at home on 
December 16th with a little help from 
his Naper A’s friends, including Steve 
Paul (right).  A newly-rebuilt mill is 
in place and running well! THE ONE WHO DRIVES 

WHEN HE'S BEEN DRINKING 
DEPENDS ON YOU 

TO DO HIS THINKING   

THE GANGSTER MODEL ATHE GANGSTER MODEL A  
The Hamilton brothers harrowing Model “A” ambush! 

  OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH 
  THE NEW!THE NEW!  

THE PRESIDENTIAL ROADSTER IN A TYPICAL POSTURE 

By John Emmering 
 

RR aymond and Floyd Hamilton were 
cautiously chugging along in a 

1930 Model “A” Ford Tudor down the 
alley behind Harrison Street in Dallas, 
Texas on the night of February 4, 1935.  
Raymond, with his older brother Floyd 
sitting in the passenger seat, hoped that 

he and Floyd would not be spotted by 
the law.  The brothers had earlier that 
day swapped the Ford V-8 they had just 
used in the robbery of a bank in distant 
Carthage, Texas, for the Model “A” and 
they had hoped to sneak  into Floyd’s 
rented duplex at 2614 Harrison Street 
undetected.  That was not to be. 

AA s a former member of the Barrow 
gang, younger brother Raymond 

had developed a real penchant for the 
speedy Ford V-8’s while running with 
Bonnie and Clyde.  He knew that the 
police would be watching for a V-8 
rather than an older Model “A” Ford.  
Raymond was the most wanted man in 
Texas at that time and he had led his 
older brother Floyd into a life of crime. 

Continued on Page 3 . . .  
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FF loyd stepped out of the Model ”A” Tudor.  Cautiously 
approaching the rear entrance to his duplex, he 

knocked on a window to see if there was a reaction 
within.   When he heard the sound of men’s feet moving 
inside he called out to Raymond, “It’s a trap!”  Dallas 
police had, in fact, staked out Floyd’s duplex and were 
waiting inside for the pair to return.  Within seconds, a 
volley of intense police gunshots issued from a window 
in the duplex, striking the Model “A” and smashing the 
windshield.  Raymond quickly exited their Model “A” 
unhurt, using it for cover.  He and Floyd quickly took off 
on foot in opposite directions.  As fate would have it, 
the two brothers, who had been so close, would never 
see each other again.  

JJ umping into a Dallas Gas Company truck parked 
nearby, Raymond drove off to make his escape, while 

Floyd made his way to a bus depot and safely caught 
the bus to Shreveport, Louisiana.  There, an alert police 
officer spotted Floyd the next day and took him into 
custody.  Raymond avoided immediate capture and 
soon joined his friend, fellow Bonnie & Clyde associate 
Ralph Fults in a two-month crime spree that extended 
throughout the south.  Raymond stayed on the run until 
his April 5, 1935, capture by police in a Dallas train yard 
and was executed by the state of Texas on May 10th of 
that year as a “habitual criminal.”  He had been a prison 
escapee, and a guard had been killed in that escape by 
one of the other escapees.  Then and now, the law in 
Texas had no sense of humor about gangsters like him 
who got involved in deaths of fellow police officers. 

UU nfortunately, witnesses to the Hamiltons’ Carthage 
Bank robbery were unable to identify Floyd as one 

of the robbers, so authorities were only able to convict 
him of a Federal charge of aiding and abetting his 

brother Raymond and 
the Barrows.  He then 
returned to crime after 
his release from a year-
long sentence served in 
Leavenworth prison that 
had been imposed upon 
him.  Once again he was 
apprehended after series 
of robberies and auto 
thefts, but this time he 

pulled hard time, serving a long hitch in Alcatraz Prison 
for bank robbery.  Finally, Floyd turned over a new leaf 
after his release from Alcatraz and doing a stint in Texas 
state custody in 1958, and ultimately became a good 
citizen.  Although over twenty years had passed, he no 
doubt never forgot that harrowing Model “A” ambush 
on the streets of Dallas back in 1935. 

Raymond (left) greeted brother 
Floyd in an earlier jail visit 
that had been allowed. HAMILTON BROTHERS ELUDE FEDERAL OFFICERS — Raymond and Floyd 

Hamilton were using this 1930 Model A Tudor at the time of the ambush. 

 

GANGSTER MODEL A: GANGSTER MODEL A:  
Continued from Page 1...  
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COURTESY OF MODELABASICS.COM & THE UTAH VALLEY MODEL A CLUB 
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By Lindy Williams & Rich Volkmer 
 

We decided that the best way to make new Naper A's members feel 
welcome and provide them with basic club information would be to 
build a package of most-often-needed information and tuck it into 
a folder that they could keep to use for ready reference. 

So, we bought some pocket folders and made up big labels for the 
cover, saying "Welcome To The Naper A's!"  Smaller labels are 
posted inside on the front pocket, to identify our President, Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Into the left pocket, we tucked 
a back issue of The Restorer magazine, using a supply provided by 
MAFCA, and an Application Form to join MAFCA. 

In the right pocket, we included a Naper A's Welcome Letter, an 
inventory sheet of available club Tools, Books, & Videos, Minutes of 
our most recent meeting, the current Naper A's Membership Roster, 
a copy of our local 4-Banger newsletter, and a notice for our next 
meeting.  At this writing, ten such Newcomer packets have been 
prepared and are being distributed.   

 

INSTALLING SEATBELTSINSTALLING SEATBELTS  
EE veryone agrees that seatbelts are a good idea for Model A’s.  But if you do a search, the ideas for 

installing them vary a lot . . . some being a little scary.  Our search rounded up six or seven articles 
and assorted internet videos, but none of them pertained to our car, a 1929 60B Briggs-bodied Fordor 
“Leatherback.”  There is more information available for Coupes, Tudors, even a Victoria. 

AA couple articles featured elaborate bracketry schemes and 
direct-to-the-frame mounting plans.  Such installations are 

not really a good idea - I reasoned - because in a horrendous 
crash, the body of your car can separate from the frame.  The 
objective is to stay within the body if your doors pop open, and to 
avoid striking the windshield.  For that, you need to find body 
attachment points on a stout body crossmember.  You don’t really 
want to be attached to the frame. 

TT he best plan for our car resulted from visiting Model A friend 
Russ Knaack down in Joliet, who just installed seatbelts in 

his ‘29 Briggs-bodied 60C “Steelback.”  His back seat mounting 
points were perfect, but the front seat plan 
wouldn’t work for us because his 60C Model A 
came with an adjustable front seat.  Ours is 
rigidly attached to the “B” pillar.  Many trips 
under our car and back up topside revealed a 
stout body timber just underneath that seat, 
which would yield  perfect attachment points. 

TT he seatbelts we purchased came from 
www.seatbeltsplus.com  for $86.60 total, 

including mounting hardware and shipping 
for four sets.  We ordered 60” brown belts for 
the back seat, and longer 74” belts for the front.  Consider your tummy size when ordering 
for enough belt length to pass up between the cushions from your mounting points! 

Naper A’s Newcomer KitsNaper A’s Newcomer Kits  

REAR SEATREAR SEAT  
Another body timber Another body timber 
lies beneath at the back lies beneath at the back 
of the car, perfect for of the car, perfect for 
four attachment points.four attachment points.  

MEASURE TWICE, MEASURE TWICE, 
DRILL ONCE DEPT.DRILL ONCE DEPT.  

 

SS everal weeks of research and planning boiled down to just one day of drilling holes 
and bolting in the belts.  That said, we did make an extra trip to Ace Hardware for 

some longer Grade 8 bolts to penetrate the thick wooden body crossmembers. 

FRONT SEAT FRONT SEAT 
We used the We used the 
provided provided 
huge fender huge fender 
washers on washers on 
the back side the back side 
to spread the to spread the 
load.  Some load.  Some 
installers installers 
make up a make up a 
lengthwise lengthwise 
metal bracket.metal bracket.  

REAR SEATREAR SEAT  
Nut and large fender Nut and large fender 
washer below decks.washer below decks.  
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      Winter Parts SwapWinter Parts Swap  
   FRIENDLY FORD, ROSELLE    MARCH 18, 2018 
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Sunday, March 25, 2018 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We will be touring to the Private Museum and Car Collection 
of Randy Yockey, Co-owner of Friendly Ford in Roselle (where we 
attend the Spring Swap Meet every year).  Plans are to meet at 
10:30 AM at the McDonald’s Restaurant 89 W. North Avenue, West 
Chicago (Located at the Northeast Corner of Route 64 & Route 59). 
 At 11:00 AM, we will proceed 12 miles west in a caravan and 
visit Randy’s museum, which is located at 6N228 Far View Court 
in St. Charles, Illinois.  The group itinerary includes taking Route 
64 (North Avenue) west 10 miles, turning right onto Burlington 
Road, and then turning left onto Far View Court. 

Please R.S.V.P. your attendance & tour    Please R.S.V.P. your attendance & tour    
participation to John Emmering  participation to John Emmering  
Shoeboxford.john@gmail.comShoeboxford.john@gmail.com   
Or call him at 630Or call him at 630--213213--9944 to leave a message!9944 to leave a message!  

2018 Membership Meet Granville, Ohio 
Cherry Valley Lodge  

AUTO PANTRY BOX ON REAR LUGGAGE CARRIER 

12th Annual Red Carpet  
Corridor Festival May 5-6 
On Historic Route 66 2018 
 

Salt Creek Chapter departs from the bank at 8:00 
AM, Joliet Region depart from Joliet Area Historical 
Museum, 205 N. Ottawa St. at 9:30 AM  
 

Visit these towns along the way:  
 

Joliet, Dwight, Elwood, Odell, Wilmington, Pontiac, Braidwood, 
Chenoa, Godley, Lexington, Braceville, Towanda, and Gardner.  
We will be staying Saturday night in Bloomington, IL, at the 
Eastland Suites.  Make your room reservations no later than 
April 13th, call (309) 662-0000 and reference Group Code 2695 or 
the Model A Club. The rate will be $95.00 + 12% tax of 11.40 = 
$106.40 for either a single queen bed room or two double beds 
room and $115.00 +12% tax of 13.80 = $128.80 for a studio king 
suite or a one bedroom king suite. 

RED CARPET TOURRED CARPET TOUR  



GG reetings to my fellow Model A’ers!  We’re starting into Spring with some better 
weather these days, so hopefully everybody’s getting their cars adjusted properly 

and tuned up for a fresh driving season.   We have a quite a few of events scheduled 
that are coming up soon, more about that below.  

TT here is a small group of members who have been helping Larry Benischek cure his 
serious Model A noise problems on several occasions, including Dan Manola, Lindy Williams, Jim Weaver, 

Alan Petrik, Ron Olsen, and myself.  The work started with opening the inspection hole to check the throw-out 
bearing, then removing the transmission and driveline and rebuilding the bellhousing assembly with new pedal 
shaft bearings.  The transmission was opened up and cleaned in good shape, and a new U-joint was installed.  
When removing the torque tube, the real source of trouble was revealed, with ¼” of forward-backward play going 
on in the differential.  The ring and pinion were bad, so Larry replaced them with new parts and installed used 
axles in great shape to complete the repairs.  While in that neighborhood, the rear brakes were rebuilt and new 
rods installed.  We all hope to see him back on the road this summer with all these proper repairs accomplished.  

THE PREZ SAYS...THE PREZ SAYS...  
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OO n another House 
Call, we visited 

Alan Petrik’s home 
on March 9th to go 
over of his new ’29 
Tudor’s steering, give 
it a tuneup, and set 
the timing.  Lindy 
Williams, Jim Weaver, 

Gordon Coleman, Gar Williams, Nick Mazzarella, and 
myself helped out that day, and after about three hours 
of toil were rewarded with a delicious chili lunch that 
was prepared by Alan’s wife, Diane.  Alan had already 
installed a fresh set of shock absorbers on the car from 
Bratton’s Antique Auto Parts.   

II do believe we got all the minor bugs worked out of 
this newly-acquired vehicle, so it should be a real 

roadworthy driver.  It’s a pretty car, an older restoration 
recently obtained from a gentleman in Naperville who 
never belonged to our club.  Apparently no one knew 
that the car even existed — right under our noses —  
until Alan noticed it listed in Hemmings. 

II myself have disassembled my old engine discovering  
that all the Babbitt bearings seem to be intact.  It looks 

like I’ll need to bore out the cylinders and then get new 
pistons and rings, re-grind the valve seats and valve 
faces, and then start reassembling the whole thing to 
have a standby motor.  Hey, everybody needs a spare, 
and not necessarily just a tire . . . . 

TT om  Eklund and Pam and Cheryl and I will departing 
for the Route 66 tour to Bloomington overnight on 

May 5th and 6th, anyone else is welcome to join us, but 
please make arrangements for your hotel and let us 
know.  Our Christmas dinner destination has been voted 
upon and it was decided to return to the Bohemian 
Crystal on Sunday, December 2nd .  The club is buying a 
memorial brick at the Ford Museum in Hickory Corners, 
Michigan, to be installed by Model A Day. 

FF inally, I must call your attention to an Early Spring 
Tour planned for  Sunday, March 25, 2018, to Randy 

Yockey’s Private Museum and the MARC Membership 
Meet on April 12-15, 2018, in Granville, Ohio, featuring a 
Seminar conducted by our own Dan Manola on 
“Methods of Aligning the Ford Model A Front Axle and 
Use Information On The Brake Dokter Tool.” 

FOUND ON HEMMINGS FOUND ON HEMMINGS 
WEBSITE: WEBSITE:   

1930 FORD 1930 FORD 
MODEL AA MODEL AA 
ROADSTERROADSTER  
PICKUPPICKUP  

 

Location: Essex, Connecticut 
Color: Red Interior: Black 

Price:  $26,000  
Fresh service truck restoration, 
new steel body with dual side 
mount spares & fresh interior. 

Contact Owner Bill AtContact Owner Bill At
    860-304-0126  
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A Word From Gene Egert 

USED CAR DEPARTMENT 

ALAN’S GARAGE CREW AT WORK 

 


